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May 4, 2020 

 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi    The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker      Minority Leader 
House of Representatives    House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy, 
 
As you continue to work on legislation to provide economic support and relief to Americans 
across the country, we urge you to include a significant coronavirus relief appropriation 
dedicated to Indian Health Service (IHS), Tribal Health Programs and Urban Indian 
Organizations (I/T/U) to recover from significant COVID-19 related losses in revenue.  
 
One issue that has continued to strain IHS resources during the COVID-19 pandemic is the lack 
of a specific emergency coronavirus relief fund to replace third-party reimbursement revenue for 
the I/T/U system. Third-party billing receipts are integral to the financial stability of the I/T/U 
system because the funding that Congress appropriates each year for the Indian Health Service is 
insufficient to cover the cost of all of the health care needs for American Indian and Alaska 
Native individuals. Third-party reimbursements from private insurance as well as Medicare, 
Medicaid and the Veterans Health Administration make up a significant portion of funding for 
tribal health care facilities.  
 
In 2019, federally-operated IHS facilities alone reported $1.14 billion in third-party collections, 
equaling roughly a fifth of the entire IHS budget for that year. For Tribal health programs, third-
party dollars can equate to over half of their operating budgets for healthcare. Third-party 
reimbursements for Urban Indian Organizations (UIOs) now total more than the entire urban 
Indian health annual appropriation. 
 
During the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, many I/T/U facilities have stopped conducting 
elective procedures and limited most non-COVID-19 related care. As a result, these facilities 
have experienced a drastic reduction in third-party reimbursements. These reimbursements are 
essential to allow programs to make payroll, expand services, and provide quality care to 
patients.  
 
Without an emergency coronavirus relief fund to help I/T/U sites, tribal health care facilities may 
be in danger of closing, and the health disparities that already exist in Indian Country will 
become further exacerbated. For example, American Indian and Alaska Native communities 
suffer disproportionately from many health issues that make them highly susceptible to COVID-
19, including hypertension, asthma, cancer, and heart and cardiovascular disease1. Failure to 

																																																								
1	Health Affairs: https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200331.659944/full/	
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secure the necessary funds and resources to provide COVID-19 related care is putting these 
communities at risk. 
 
In order to ensure the sustainability and operational health of I/T/U sites around the country, we 
urge you to include a significant coronavirus relief appropriation specifically dedicated to 
supporting I/T/U health care facilities. This will ensure that funding is provided in a way that 
more closely meets the needs of all IHS assisted facilities.  
 
The CARES Act allocated $100 billion for hospitals and providers of which the Department of 
Health and Human Services provided $400 million to IHS. According to analysis by the National 
Indian Health Board and the National Council of Urban Indian Health, this funding will be 
insufficient to address the need in Indian Country and we urge you to explicitly provide direct 
coronavirus relief funding to help I/T/U facilities replenish lost revenue.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request to include a specific coronavirus relief fund to 
help I/T/U facilities replace lost third-party reimbursement revenue. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you to fulfill the trust and treaty responsibilities of the United States 
Government to provide for the health and well-being of American Indians and Alaska Natives.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
       ___________________ 
       Markwayne Mullin 
       Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Kelly Armstrong     Nanette Diaz Barragán 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Earl Blumenauer     Julia Brownley 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Salud Carbajal      Tony Cárdenas 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Tom Cole      Paul Cook 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
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______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Charlie Crist      Sharice L. Davids 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________  
Peter A. DeFazio     Diana DeGette 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Anna G. Eshoo     Ruben Gallego 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Raúl M. Grijalva     Michael Guest 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Deb Haaland      Denny Heck 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Jaime Herrera Beutler     Kendra S. Horn 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Steven Horsford     Jared Huffman 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Dusty Johnson      David P. Joyce 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Joseph P. Kennedy, III    Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
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______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Derek Kilmer      Ron Kind 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Ted Lieu      Ben Ray Luján 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Betty McCollum     Gwen Moore 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Grace F. Napolitano     Tom O’Halleran 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Mark Pocan      Kim Schrier, M.D. 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
David Schweikert     Darren Soto 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Greg Stanton      Mike Thompson 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Norma Torres      Xochitl Torres Small 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________     ______/s/__________ 
Susan Wild      Susan A. Davis 
Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
______/s/__________      
Harley Rouda       
Member of Congress     


